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Preliminary Syllabus 

 
Date Topic Assignment Presenters 

Jan. 15 Market 
Inalienability 

Margaret Jane Radin, Market-
Inalienability, 100 Harv. L. Rev. 
1849 (1987) 
 

NA 

Jan. 22 Morality, 
Repugnance, and 
Markets 

(1) Michael J. Sandel, What Money 
Can’t Buy: The Moral Limits of 
Markets, The Tanner Lectures on 
Human Values Delivered at 
Brasenose College, Oxford (May 11 
and 12, 1998) 
(2) Alvin E. Roth, Repugnance as a 
Constraint on Markets, 21 J. Econ. 
Persp. (Summer 2007) 
(3) Fiske, Alan Page, and Philip E. 
Tetlock. "Taboo trade‐offs: reactions 
to transactions that transgress the 
spheres of justice." Political 
psychology 18.2 (1997): 255-297. 

NA 

Jan. 29 Blood (1) Richard M. Titmuss, The Gift 
Relationship (excerpts) 
(2) Kenneth J. Arrow, Gifts and 
Exchanges, Philosophy  and Public 
Affairs, Vol. 1, No. 4 (Summer, 
1972), pp.  343-362   
(3) Peter Singer, Altruism and 
Commerce Titmuss against Arrow, 
Philosophy and Vol. 2, No. 3 (Spring, 
1973), pp. 312-320   

 

Feb. 5 Blood II (1) Nicola Lacetera, et. al., 
Rewarding Volunteers: A Field 
Experiment (with Mario Macis and 
Robert Slonim), MANAGEMENT 
SCIENCE 60(5):1107-1129 (2014). 
(2) Slonim, Robert, Carmen Wang, 
and Ellen Garbarino. 2014. "The 
Market for Blood." Journal of 
Economic Perspectives, 28(2): 177-
96. 

  

Feb. 12 Commodification 
of the Body: 

(1) Martha Nussbaum, Sex and Social 
Justice, Taking Money For Bodily 
Services, pp. 276-298 

 



Medical Research 
Subjects 

(2) Carl Elliott, Guinea-Pigging, The 
New Yorker  
(3) Cari Romm, The Life of A 
Professional Guinea Pig, The Atlantic 
(2015) 
 

Feb. 19 Intimacy/Sex 
Work 

(1) Viviana Zelizer, The Purchase of 
Intimacy, Chapter Three – Coupling 
(2005) 
(2) Commonwealth v. Finklestein 
(PA, 2011) (i.e. the sex for world 
series tickets case) 

 

Feb. 26 Reproductive 
Markets 

Readings TBA Guest 
Discussant: 
Thomas Williams; 
Law & 
Biosciences 
Fellow in Science 
and Society 

March 5 No Class No Class No Class 
March 19 Marijuana 

Legalization 
Date & readings TBA Guest Speaker 

Pat Oglesby: 
Former Chief Tax 
Counsel of the 
Committee on 
Finance of the 
United States 
Senate; Newsom 
California 
Marijuana 
Commission. 

March 26 Reproductive 
Markets: 
Commercial 
Surrogacy 

(1) In the Matter of Baby M, 537 
A.2d 1227 (NJ 1988) 
(2) Carol Sanger, Developing 
Markets In Baby-Making:  
In The Matter Of Baby M, 30 Harv. J. 
of L. & Gend. 67 (2007) 

 

April 2 Organs (1) Kieran Healy, Last Best Gifts, 
Chapter Three – The Logistics of 
Altruism (2006) 
(2) Judd Kessler & Alvin E. Roth,  
Don't Take 'No' For An Answer: An 
Experiment With Actual Organ 
Donor Registrations (2014) 

 

April 9 Sex Work II (1) Scott Cunningham, “Craigslist’s 
Effect on Violence Against Women” 
(with Gregory DeAngelo and John 
Tripp).  

 



(2) Scottt Cunningham and Manisha 
Shah, "Decriminalizing Indoor 
Prostitution: Implications for Sexual 
Violence and Public Health", (with 
Manisha Shah). Forthcoming at 
Review of Economic Studies 

April 16 Sports (1) Andrew Zimbalist, UNPAID 
PROFESSIONALS 3-15 (1999), 
Princeton University Press 
(2) Charles Clotfelter, BIG-TIME 
SPORTS IN AMERICAN UNIVERSITIES, 
Chapter 1 (Strange Bedfellows) 
(2011) 
(3) United States Government 
Before The National Labor Relations 
Board Region 13, Northwestern 
University (Employer) And 
College Athletes Players Association 
(CAPA) 

 

  


