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Preliminary Syllabus 
 

Date Topic Assignment Presenters 
Aug. 25 Morality, 

Repugnance, and 
Markets 

(1) Michael J. Sandel, What Money 
Can’t Buy: The Moral Limits of 
Markets, The Tanner Lectures on 
Human Values Delivered at 
Brasenose College, Oxford (May 11 
and 12, 1998) 
(2) Alvin E. Roth, Repugnance as a 
Constraint on Markets, 21 J. Econ. 
Persp. (Summer 2007) 

NA 

Sept. 1 Blood (1) Richard M. Titmuss, The Gift 
Relationship (excerpts) 
(2) Kenneth J. Arrow, Gifts and 
Exchanges, Philosophy  and Public 
Affairs, Vol. 1, No. 4 (Summer, 
1972), pp.  343-362   
(3) Peter Singer, Altruism and 
Commerce Titmuss against Arrow, 
Philosophy and Vol. 2, No. 3 (Spring, 
1973), pp. 312-320   

 

Sept 8 Plasma Peter Jaworski, Bloody Well 
Pay Them:The case for Voluntary 
Remunerated Plasma Collections 
(2020) 

Guest Speaker 
(pre-recorded 
interview with the 
author) 

Sept 15 Commodification 
of the Body: 
Medical 
Research 
Subjects 

(1) Martha Nussbaum, Sex and Social 
Justice, Taking Money For Bodily 
Services, pp. 276-298 (note: we’ll 
return to this article when we discuss 
sex work, later) 
(2) Carl Elliott, Guinea-Pigging, The 
New Yorker  
(3) Carl Elliott, An Ethical Path  to  a 
Covid  Vaccine, New York Review 
of Books (JULY 2, 2020) 
 

 

Sept 22 Covid Challenge 
Trials 

(1) Eyal, Nir, Marc Lipsitch, and 
Peter G. Smith. "Human 
challenge studies to accelerate 
coronavirus vaccine 
licensure." The Journal of 
infectious diseases 221.11 
(2020): 1752-1756 

Guest speakers 
Nir Eyal, Marc 
Lipsitch, & 
Cameron Wolfe 



(2) Shah, Seema K., et al. "Ethics 
of controlled human infection 
to study COVID-
19." Science (2020) 

(3) Deming, Meagan E., et al. 
"Accelerating development of 
sars-cov-2 vaccines—the role 
for controlled human 
infection models." New 
England Journal of 
Medicine (2020). 

(4) Liza Dawson, Jake Earl, 
Jeffrey Livezey, Severe Acute 
Respiratory Syndrome 
Coronavirus 2 Human 
Challenge Trials: Too Risky, 
Too Soon, The Journal of 
Infectious Diseases, Volume 
222, Issue 3, 1 August 2020, 
Pages 514–516, https://doi-
org.proxy.lib.duke.edu/10.109
3/infdis/jiaa314 

(5) Nir Eyal, Marc Lipsitch, Peter 
G Smith, Response to 
Dawson et al, The Journal of 
Infectious Diseases, Volume 
222, Issue 3, 1 August 2020, 
Pages 516–517, https://doi-
org.proxy.lib.duke.edu/10.109
3/infdis/jiaa315 

(prerecorded 
panel discussion) 
Available here: 
https://youtu.be/
q0GTGudo70Q  
Also a short Vox 
video linked on 
Sakai 

Sept 29 Intimacy/Sex 
Work 

(1) Viviana Zelizer, The Purchase of 
Intimacy, Chapter Three – Coupling 
(2005) 
(2) Commonwealth v. Finklestein 
(PA, 2011) (i.e. the sex for world 
series tickets case) 

 

October 6 Consent (1) Kim, Nancy. Consentability: 
Consent and Its Limits. Cambridge 
University Press, 2019. (Chapter 2, 
“The Hard Cases” pp. 18-48 in my 
version) 

*James Britt in the library says 
we have an unlimited access 
ebook version of this title, 
available through this 
link: https://find.library.duke.edu/
catalog/DUKE009640706 

Guest Speaker 
(pre-recorded 
interview with the 
author) 



You should be able to retrieve the 
chapter by accessing the link on that 
page. 
(2) Philip J. Cook & Kimberly D 
Krawiec, Kidney Donation and the 
Consent of the Poor, 66 Loyola L. 
Rev. 23 (2020), available at 
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cf
m?abstract_id=3687419  

October 
13 

Reproductive 
Markets: 
Commercial 
Surrogacy 

(1) In the Matter of Baby M, 537 
A.2d 1227 (NJ 1988) 
(2) Carol Sanger, Developing 
Markets In Baby-Making: In The 
Matter Of Baby M, 30 Harv. J. of L. 
& Gend. 67 (2007) 

 

October 
20 

Blood II (1) Lacetera, Nicola, Mario Macis, 
and Robert Slonim. "Rewarding 
volunteers: A field 
experiment." Management 
Science 60.5 (2014): 1107-1129. 
(2) Lacetera, Nicola, Mario Macis, 
and Robert Slonim. "Will there be 
blood? Incentives and displacement 
effects in pro-social 
behavior." American Economic 
Journal: Economic Policy 4.1 (2012): 
186-223. 

Guest speakers 
Nico Lacetera & 
Mario Macis 
(prerecorded 
interview)  
Available on 
Apple and spotify 

October 
27 

Sex Work II (1) “Craigslist Reduced Violence 
Against Women” (Scott 
Cunningham, Gregory DeAngelo and 
John Tripp). Revise and 
resubmit at Journal of Human 
Resources. 
(2) “The Economics of Sex Markets: 
Regulation, Online Technology and 
Sex Trafficking” (Scott Cunningham 
and Manisha Shah).  Forthcoming at 
Handbook of Labor, Human 
Resources and Population 
Economics at Springer.  
 

 

November 
3 

Organ Donation 
(and some 
Challenge Trials) 

(1) Sally Satel, Desperately Seeking a 
Kidney, N.Y. Times Mag., Dec. 16, 
2007 
(2) Cook, Philip J., and Kimberly D. 
Krawiec. "A primer on kidney 
transplantation: anatomy of the 
shortage." Law & Contemp. 
Probs. 77 (2014): 1. 

Guest speaker 
Josh Morrison 
(prerecorded 
interview)  
Available on 
Apple and spotify 



November 
10 

Reproductive 
Markets II 

(1) PM and CM v. TB and DB, 
Supreme Court of Iowa, Feb 16, 2018 
(2) Kiran Perkins, Denise Jamieson, 
and Dmitry Kissin, Trends and 
Outcomes of Gestational Surrogacy 
in the United States, Fertility and 
Sterility Vol. 106, No. 2 (2016) 
 

 

November 
17 

Marijuana 
Legalization 

(1) Smart, Rosanna, and Rosalie 
Liccardo Pacula. "Early evidence of 
the impact of cannabis legalization on 
cannabis use, cannabis use disorder, 
and the use of other substances: 
findings from state policy 
evaluations." The American journal 
of drug and alcohol abuse 45.6 
(2019): 644-663. 
(2) Blake, David, and Jack Finlaw. 
"Marijuana legalization in Colorado: 
learned lessons." Harv. L. & Pol'y 
Rev. 8 (2014): 359. 

Guest speaker Pat 
Oglesby 
(prerecorded 
interview)  
Available on 
Apple and spotify 

  


